
	  
 

THE MUSIC MOVEMENT UTILIZES MUSIC THERAPY  

New summer camp offers a special learning experience for children diagnosed 
with autism 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

• The Music Movement gives children diagnosed with autism a special place to learn and 

interact with others during a two-week summer camp that teaches music therapy. 

• About 1 in 68 children has been identified with autism spectrum disorder, otherwise 

known as ASD, according to the CDC’s Autism and Developmental Disabilities 

Monitoring Network. 

• Music therapy activates children’s minds and helps individuals identified with ASD to 

stimulate their minds and develop important cognitive skills.  

TULSA, Okla. – May 24, 2015 – The Music Movement unlocks its doors on June 3, 3015, with 

local teachers and musicians aiming to provide a stable learning environment for children 

identified with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). 



	  
This nonprofit organization is lead by local teachers, counselors and guest musicians who 

teach the children about mathematics, reading and other cognitive and social skills. About 46 

percent of children identified with ASD had average or above average intellectual ability, which 

translates to an IQ greater than 85, according to the CDC. The Music Movement aims to activate 

these children’s minds and encourage them to ask questions. 

Natalie Eckenfels, a local elementary school teacher, supports The Music Movement by 

dedicating her summers to teach music to children with ASD. She teamed up with other local 

elementary school teachers to help spread awareness about The Music Movement throughout 

Tulsa and other surrounding areas. Eckenfels urges the community to spread the word about the 

new camp and encourages families to research the program. 

“My heart breaks for special needs children who do not get the appropriate attention they 

need during school hours,” Eckenfels said. “The Music Movement is the perfect way for children 

who have identified with ASD to learn and grow as individuals. I fully support this amazing 

organization and hope that other teachers do the same.” 

 Founder and CEO Lauren Combs hopes to spread the word about the camp to parents and 

families across Oklahoma. Counselors will be available on-site to talk with concerned parents or 

children who are having a tough time adjusting to the camp’s schedule. 

“Not only does this camp focus on each child’s problem areas, but it also aims to 

highlight each child’s special strengths,” Combs said. “These are bright, intelligent kids. They 

just need this extra attention, and their skills and unique interests will shine. We make sure each 

child gets the attention that he or she deserves.” 



	  
For more information or to donate or volunteer, visit www.themusicmovement.org, or 

call the main office at 918-344-9080. 

### 

Contact Information:  Taylor Gajan, Communications Director 

taylorgajan@musicmovement.org 

Work:  918-344-3724  

Cell:  918-555-1938 

The purpose of The Music Movement is to offer a summer camp program that helps children 
identified with autism spectrum disorder to interact with each other and adults using music 
therapy. The importance of interaction and the need for child to develop positive friendships with 
each other is understood at The Music Movement. Music therapy allows the children to develop 
cognitive skills and a greater attention span. The founder and CEO is Lauren Combs. 


