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MOVE TO THE MUSIC RUN MEETS FUNDRAISING GOAL 

The Music Movement 
The Music Movement’s annual fundraising 

event, the Move to the Music Run, surpasses its 
$50,000 goal and raises $57,000.
 The Music Movement is an organization 
composed of teachers and musicians who strive to 
provide a special learning environment for children 
diagnosed with autism 
spectrum disorder. 
 This is the first year for 
the Move to the Music Run, 
and CEO Lauren Combs was 
thrilled with the outcome of the 
event.
 “I am truly blown 
away,” Combs said. “Thank 
you to everyone who donated 
and participated in our first 
fundraising event.”
 Hanson put on a free concert for the run’s 
participants, which was held at Mohawk Park in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma.
 “There was an amazing energy in the crowd,” 
Zac Hanson said. “It was such a great time getting to 
support a cause as great as this one. My best friend’s 
little girl was recently diagnosed with autism, and I 
have already recommended The Music Movement 

summer camp to her family.”
 Hanson hopes to continue to be involved with 
The Music Movement.
 “We want to spread the word about the 
summer camp,” Hanson said. “We have already 
been invited back next year, and we are pumped to 

make another appearance at the 
run in 2017.”
  Combs hopes to have 
another year of successful 
fundraising. BOK Center will 
sponsor The Music Movement’s 
future fundraising activities.
  “I am excited to 
announce that our next 
fundraising goal will be 
$65,000,” Combs said. “The 
BOK Move to the Music Run 

will take place again next year. I can’t wait to see even 
more people come down to Mohawk Park for our 
fun run.”
 For more information on The Music 
Movement and the BOK Move to the Music Run 
visit www.themusicmovement.org. Those interested 
in volunteering can contact Combs at 918-344-1738 
or lrcombs@musicmovement.org.
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Thank you to everyone 
who volunteered and 

donated to The Music 
Movement this past year. 
Our mission at The Music 
Movement is to provide 
children diagnosed 
with autism spectrum 
disorder a safe and stable 
learning environment by 
teaching music therapy. 
With your help we have 
accomplished this mission.
 In the past year we 
surpassed our fundraising 

goal for our annual event, the Move to the Music run. 
Thank you for helping us raise $57,046.87. With 
your help The Music Movement will have a bright 
future. We will continue to give children with ASD 
the time and support they need.
 The Music Movement helps children 

diagnosed with ASD grow as individuals. We 
understand it can be difficult for children with this 
diagnosis to adapt to a regular classroom setting. 
Music therapy helps children stay focused while 
learning and interacting with others in the classroom. 
 The Music Movement opened its doors 
on June 3, 2016. So far we have helped over 70 
local children diagnosed with ASD develop greater 
cognitive and social skills. Every child who walks 
through our doors receives an instrument of his or 
her choosing. We love seeing the children’s eyes 
light up when they get to take home their favorite 
instrument.
 The amount of support the Tulsa community 
has given to The Music Movement is astounding. It is 
never too late to sign up to donate or volunteer. See 
how you can make a difference at 
www.themusicmovement.com. Again, thank you all 
for your support. 
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LETTER FROM THE CEO

The Music Movement believes that volunteers are 
the key to success for any nonprofit organization.

 The Music Movement 
provides children diagnosed with 
autism spectrum disorder a special 
place to learn and interact with 
others. The organization accepts 
donations of money, school supplies 
and kid-friendly instruments. The 
Music Movement is in need of 
volunteers, as well. Volunteers can 
choose to work the camp sessions during the summer 
or the holiday parties in the fall. 
 The Halloween party is on Oct. 29, 2016 and 
the Christmas party is on Dec. 17, 2016. Both events 

will take place in the Bishop Kelley High School 
gym. The holiday parties will have cakewalks, games 

and raffle prizes. Volunteers will run 
the check-in tables and game booths 
and will receive two free raffle tickets. 
The summer camp sessions are two 
weeks long and require volunteers 
to work registrations tables and help 
with other monitoring tasks.
  For more information 
on The Music Movement visit 

www.themusicmovement.org. Those who are 
interested in volunteering can contact CEO Lauren 
Combs at 918-344-1738 or 
laurencombs@musicmovement.org. 

LOCAL NONPROFIT LOOKS FOR VOLUNTEERS

The Music Movement newsletter is published for 
those who seek to know more information about the 
organization. It is published and edited by Penwell at 
1421 S Sheridan Rd, Tulsa, OK 74112.
www.themusicmovement.com



"All I want in the world is for 

my son to have the proper 

education that he deserves."
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TULSA TEACHER DEDICATES TIME TO SUMMER CAMP

1 in 68 children has been diagnosed with ASD.

46 percent of  children diagnosed with ASD had average or above 
average intellectual ability, which translates to an IQ greater than 85.

Autism is the fastest-growing developmental disability in the U.S.

3.5 million Americans live with an autism spectrum disorder.

CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL’S FACTS ABOUT ASD

The Tulsa community benefits from the time and 
devotion dedicated by a local elementary school 

teacher.
 Natalie Eckenfels, of Will Rogers Middle 
School in Tulsa, Oklahoma, strives to create a secure 
and successful teaching environment for her students 
by holding free tutoring sessions 
outside of class.
 Eckenfels’ recently decided 
to volunteer to teach at The Music 
Movement, an organization that 
gives children diagnosed with 
autism spectrum disorder a place 
to develop cognitive skills through 
music therapy.
 Eckenfels is committed to 
establishing a safe place for children to learn. She has 
brought teachers and musicians together to develop 
specialized lesson plans for children diagnosed with 
ASD. 
 “This camp will give children with autism 
a special plan to learn, grow and interact with one 
another,” Eckenfels said. “The Music Movement is 

funded through donations, and we accept anything 
from pencils to monetary donations.”
 Eckenfels recently reached out to her friend, 
Ashley Adams, who has a child diagnosed with ASD. 
Adams is an event coordinator at BOK Center and 
will plan the annual fundraiser, the Move to the 

Music Run.
 “I am touched by all of the 
efforts my colleagues have put in 
to plan this event, which benefits 
an amazing cause. I have already 
enrolled my son, Cameron, in the 
camp’s first session.”
 Eckenfels is helping Adams 
plan the run. The two friends along 
with CEO Lauren Combs are 

setting a fundraising goal of $50,000. 
  “Music is Cameron’s saving grace, and it 
is what works to calm him down from a tantrum,” 
Adams said. “All I want in the world is for my son to 
have the proper education that he deserves.”
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Halloween festival  Oct. 29, 2016

Christmas party    Dec. 12, 2016

Move to the Music Run    March 25, 2017

The Music Movement   June 4, 2017

camp sessions begin   

UPCOMING EVENTS

www.facebook.com/TheMusicMovement

@TheMusicMovement

@The_Music_Movement

FIND THE MUSIC MOVEMENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA

THANK YOU to all of those who donated to The 
Music Movement this past year. Thank you to those 
who participated in the Move to the Music Run. We 
look forward to seeing everyone at future events!


